
City Council of the Mayor and Council of New Castle 

Regular Council Meeting at Town Hall – 201 Delaware Street – New Castle 

Tuesday – July 17, 2012 – 7 p.m. 

Present: 

Council President William Barthel 

Councilperson John Cochran 

Councilperson John Gaworski 

Councilperson Ted Megginson 

Councilperson Teel Petty 

 

Also present: Mayor Donald Reese, Treasurer Janet Carlin, City Administrator Cathryn Thomas, Building Official Jeff 

Bergstrom, City Solicitor Daniel Losco 

 

Approval of Minutes by Date 
A motion was made by Councilperson Megginson to approve the minutes of May 16; June 11, 12, 18; and July 5 and 10, 

2012. Councilperson Gaworski seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Carlin reported that, as of June 30, 2012: petty cash on hand was $1,100; total monthly deposit, $257,039.41;  

total cash in checking and saving accounts in M&T Bank, $537,287.55; total certificates of deposit, money market and 

Delaware Government Investment Pool, $1,192,037.36; and total cash on hand, $1,729,324.91. The figures have not 

changed considerably since the end of June, except for the M&T Retention Money Market. Those monies are reduced 

from the payroll. 

 
A motion was made by Councilperson Cochran to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Councilperson Gaworski seconded the 

motion. The report was approved unanimously 

 
Report from the City Administrator 
Administrator Thomas highlighted the four items completed in June that are detailed in her written report: the Charter 

change was approved; the City Budget for the next year was adopted; the City negotiated a new three-year contract with 

the AFSCME union; and it did a full bid process and selected its insurance carrier. 

 

President Barthel said the administrator’s report was accepted as presented. 

 

Staff reports 
President Barthel said the staff reports were accepted as presented. 

 

Grant Review 

Councilperson Cochran provided the review: Grant activity, Banks Building, $4,000, pending approval;  Buttonwood 

drainage, $18,030; DNREC-Broad Dike, $800,000; ARRA Green Project-Storm & Water Pond, $1,710,627.00; recycling 

grant, $21,600; and tobacco grant, $19,198.94. 

 

Business from the Floor 

No comments. 
 

Business from the Mayor 

Mayor Reese reported that he went to Dover to attend the Elizabeth Loncki ceremony. He has a DVD of the ceremony if 

anyone would like to see it. He received a letter from the State Planning Department. They approved the Comprehensive 

Plan and are excited the City is already implementing some of the measures. He also received a letter from the State 

Archives architectural area. The City lent them its backhoe and operators at the site of Fort Casimir. They were able to dig 

more and stay longer as a result. They expressed thanks for the City’s help. On Separation Day, it will go on for another 

year, 2014 now. The State Bond Bill includes that funding. He also received a letter of congratulations on Separation Day. 

 



New Business 

 

1. Motion, Discussion and Vote on Resolution No. 2012-23, approving the property at 223 East Second Street to 

continue encroachment into the City Right-Of-Way. 

 

A motion was made by Councilperson Petty to approve the resolution. Councilperson Megginson seconded the 

motion. 

 

Solicitor Losco said the exhibits give a good visual of the situation. The front steps encroach into the right-of-

way. There are a number of similar properties in the City; this one has one difference in that there is a covered 

porch there. The cost of moving it would be prohibitive. This has been done by the City elsewhere previously. 

 

The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

2. Motion, Discussion and Vote on Resolution No. 2012-21, amending, clarifying and directing consistent 

application of the City Policy relative to the State Freedom Of Information Act (FOIA).  

President Barthel said this is rescinding the resolution and replacing it with Resolution No. 2012-21. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Cochran to approve the resolution. Councilperson Gaworski seconded the 

motion. 

 

Administrator Thomas said the changes are an expansion of what the City does now, except for the City staff, 

including herself, have not been consistent and have not charged for administrative costs for searching for records 

even though there has been a law related to that on the books. This issue arose now because the City has received 

requests recently, from a variety of requestors, which took a considerable amount of time to research and respond 

to. The City did not charge for those requests because it did not want to appear to be applying the charges 

inconsistently. The Council with this resolution is telling the City staff that this is still the policy, these are the 

charges and this is how the City will proceed. This policy is much more specific, which is helpful to the City and 

to those requesting records. 

President Barthel asked if this was the case of the City nailing down something that has been in effect but has 

perhaps not been clear enough to be implemented in the past.  

Mrs. Thomas said that was the case. 

Solicitor Losco said he had reviewed it and it is compliant with FOIA. 

The motion was passed unanimously. 

3. Motion, Discussion and Vote on Resolution No. 2012-24, approving that the City shall apply for the 2012 Urban 

and Community Forestry Grant, in the amount of $5,000. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Gaworski to approve the resolution. Councilperson Petty seconded the 

motion. 

 

Administrator Thomas said this is a program in the State available to the City. During the budget process, the Tree 

Commission had requested a significant amount of funds. Jack Witzman in the Finance Department is working on 

this grant along with John Lloyd. One of the requirements is a Council Resolution. Another requirement is an 

existing contractual agreement with someone who can do the maintenance. Mr. Lloyd is working on that. There 

will not be a problem with the matching requirement.  

 

President Barthel asked to confirm that maintenance would include pruning. 

 



Mrs. Thomas said it would include pruning and taking down a tree. She said she is aware that maintenance is the 

Council’s priority. 

 

The motion was passed unanimously. 

4. Comments from the floor 

 

Yvette Thompson, a resident of Young Street, said she was appearing with her sister Joyce Thompson, neighbor 

Barbara Harrison, and neighbor Roseanna Chaput. They are at the meeting regarding a serious and major concern 

on Young Street. There are a group of individuals who do not live on Young Street that gather in front of their 

houses. They use vulgar words, they smoke and sell weed, and they drink alcohol. All of them are under the age 

of 21. The residents constantly call the Police. The only two officers who have come out and done anything are 

Edward Dempsey and Tina Shughart. Ms. Thompson presented Council with a letter and petition signed by all the 

residents of Young Street and some from Ninth Street. She also provided photos of individuals involved in the 

behaviors she has described. The neighbors face the behavior, including littered beer cans, every night. On the 

previous Friday individuals were smoking and drinking, Officers Dempsey and Shughart were there and two 

individuals were arrested. Again on Saturday evening, another individual was arrested for urinating in the middle 

of the street. The letter states the residents are submitting the letter regarding the group of 11 teenagers that 

congregate on Young Street and on residents’ yards and steps. There is suspicion of sale of drugs by an 

individual—who is 22 years old—on School Street who is part of this group. The teens have not made any 

attempt to hide their actions from residents. Some residents have small children who like to play along the 

sidewalk on Young Street, but the teenagers’ actions prevent that now because the children no longer have a safe 

environment. Some of the elderly residents no longer open their windows or come outside. During one period the 

officers responded four nights in a row. The officers tell them to leave, which they do, but then return. The 

neighbors have told the teens to stop, but they return a short time later. They fight, use racial slurs and litter. None 

of the teens are from Young Street. They are from Washington Park, School Street, Eighth Street and Old New 

Castle.  

 

President Barthel thanked the residents for bringing this to Council’s attention. The residents should not be forced 

to live in such a situation. He indicated to Administrator Thomas and Councilman Gaworski that he would like to 

set up a meeting with Chief McDerby and Lt. Brams, to discuss the situation and come up with a plan to rectify 

the situation. They will provide the letter to the Police leadership as well and once a plan has been identified the 

City will get back to Ms. Thompson.   

 

Councilperson Cochran made a motion to adjourn the meeting and go into an executive session related to a 

personnel matter. Councilperson Gaworski seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michael Dickinson 

New Castle City Clerk 


